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It was, indeed, a revolutionary leap for the Swedish Academy – as 
early as 1913 – to give the Nobel Prize for Literature to the Bengali 
poet Rabindranath Tagore. 

Th is book celebrates the 100th anniversary of Tagore’s award. It 
is not an attempt to promote Bengali poetry, but simply a much 
belated and tiny ripple against the tide of ignorance and arrogance 
– the “unthinking,” to cite Dag Hammarskjöld – of what we in 
the West have not seen and not heard in our encounters with the 
Indian subcontinent. 

I Raise My Head Beyond Th is World is a Nordic listening post 
towards the East that gives a glimpse into the rich world that is 
Bengali culture, creativity and life in literature. Meet and enjoy 
Mrittika Goon, Nirmalendu Goon, Anisur Rahman, Ruby Rahman 
and Muhammad Samad, fi ve poets that come as the monsoon 
wind from a unique tradition.
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